S TA. 008 - 


Of the Provinos of 


PE NNSYLYANIA. | 


"4 * 


92 0 — 1 i 4 — 2 - od *  ** —_— . 


A BRIEF 


S Tx ME 


OF THE 
DP V E 
r K 
PENNSYLVANIA, 


The Conduct of their AsszMBL1zs for ſeveral 
Years paſt is impartially examined, and the 
true Cauſe of the continual Encroachments of 
the French diſplayed, more eſpecially the ſecret 
Deſign of their late unwarrantable Invaſion. 
and Settlement upon the River Obio. 


To which is annexed, 


An eaſy PL AN for reſtoring Quiet in the public Mea- 
ſures of that Province, and defeating the ambitious | 
Views of the French in time to come. 


Ina LETTER from a Gentleman who 
has refided many Years in Pennſylvania 
to his Friend in London. 
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Of the Paorinet of 


PENNSYL "Ns. 


Dear Sir, 


N your laſt, you was pleaſed to deſire 
| ſome Account of the State of Peunſyi- 

vania, together with the Reaſons why 
we, who are eſteemed one of the richeſt 
Colonies in North America, are the moſt 
backward in contributing to the-Defence 
of the Brit; Dominions in theſe Parts, 
againſt the preſent unwarrantable Invaſions 
of the French? As have been many Years 
a Spectator, and I think an impartial one, 
of the public Meaſures purſued in this Pro- 
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vince, I ſhall very readily ſatisfy your whole 
Deſire, We are now in an alarming Si- 
tuation, but we have brought the Evil. 
upon ourſclves, and Things arc now come 
to that Criſis, that. if I was under no Ob- 
ligation to fatisfy your Expectations, yet 
I ſhould deem my Silence an unpardon- 


able Neglect of the Duty I owe to my 


Country, 


You were rightly informed when you 
were told that, of all the Britiſh Colonies 
in North America, Pennsylvania is the 
moſt flouriſhing. Its Staple is chiefly Pro- 
viſions, of which it produces enough to 
maintain itſelf, and a Hundred thouſand 
Men beſides. From the Port of Phila- 
delphia, at leaſt 400 Sail of Veſſels clear 
out annually. The Inhabitants are com- 
puted at about Two hundred and twenty 
thouſand, of whom, it is thought near one 
half are Germans. Of the Refidue not 
quite two-fifths are Quakers. Above that 
Number are Presbyterians ; and the re- 
maining Fifth are of the e/fablift/ d Church, 
with fome ew W 
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The Legiſlature is compoſed of a Gover- 
nor and Aſſembly; but the Council makes 
no Part of it. The Aſſembly are choſen 
annually, and claim a Right, by Charter, 
to fit on their own Adjournment, without 
being prorogued or diſſolved by their. Go- 
vernors, although the Attorney-General 
of England, and many other - eminent 
Lawyers, have given their Opinion to the 
contrary. The Powers they enjoy are ex- 
traordinary, and ſome of them ſo “ re- 
pugnant, that they are the Source of the 
greateſt Confuſion in the Government. In 
order clearly to make this out, we muſt 
look backward a conſiderable Number of 
Years. 


As the Colony was firſt ſettled chiefly 
by Quakers, the Powers of Government 
reſted for the moſt Part in them ; which 
they conducted with great Mildneſs and 
Prudence, not having as yet conceived any 
Thoughts of turning Religion into a Pali 
zical Scheme of Power. 


In ſome Inſtances e 
executive Power. 


A 


481 


A great mühy Eircamfances Sele 
to fix them in the good Opinion of the 
World. The Firſt of this Profeſſion ſtrove 
to recommend themſelves by their ſtrict 


Honeſty, and were a ſober, thoughtful 
People. The civii Conſtitution was then 
in its Infancy, and its Principles ſound. 


No great Art was required in the Admi- 


niſtration of it, and no bad Effects were 


felt from the extraordinary Privileges 
granted to the People, for the more 
expeditious Settlement of the Colony. 


Thoſe who have made Politics their 
Study, know very well, that Infant-Settle- 
ments flouriſh faſteſt under a Government 
lcaning to the republican or popular Forms, 
becauſe ſuch a Government immediately 


| Intereſts every Individul in the common 


Proſperity, and ſettles itſelf at once on 
a broad and firm Baſis. Moreover, the 
People being but few, and but Imall Profit 
in public Offices, the Government may alſo 
be adminiſterd without the Faction and 


Anarchy incident to popular Forms. But 


in Propartion as a Country grows rich and 
| popu 
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populous, more Checks are wanted to the 
Power of the People; and; the Govern- 
ment, by nice Gradations, ſhould yerge 
more and more from -the popular to the 
mixt Forms. Thus it may happen that a 
Conſtitution which ſhall preſerve Liberty 
and excite Induſtry in any Country, during 


its Infancy, ſhall be prejudicial to both, 


when Circumſtances are altered. 


For theſe Reaſons, a civil Conſtitution 
can neither be preſerved nor completed, 
unleſs, in the Diſtribution or Lodgment of 
Power, nice Regard is paid to all the 
Fluctuations in Trade, Property, and other 
Caſualties; and ſhould either Wiſdom or 
Opportunities be wanting to adjuſt the 
Conſtitution to theſe Circumſtances, it 
muſt fall naturally into Conyulſions ; and, 
unleſs it is able to purge itfelf thro the 
Strength of its Stamina, it mult linger in- 
to certain Diſſolution. Upon theſe Prin- 
Ciples, all the Flux and Revolutions of Em- 
pires may be accounted for. 


Now to apply theſe Maxims to Penn. 
vania. The Quakers, as was hinted, could 
not fail to get Credit by their Adminiſtra- 

B tion, 
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tion, under the above-mentioned Circum- 
ſtances. Their Succeſſors, who were quite 
a different Sort of Men from the Founders 
of this Province, finding themſelves eſta- 
bliſhed, quickly enlarged their Views, and 
have continued the Power in their own 


Hands till this Time, without leaving a 


Chance for thoſe Struggles and Conten- 
tions about it, by means of which the Con- 
ſtitution might have been purged, im- 
proved, and adapted to the Change of 
Circumſtances. 


Thus, in direct Contradiction to the 
Rule laid down above, the People, inſtead 
of being ſubjected to more Checks, are 
under fewer than at firſt; and their Power 
has been continually increaſing with their 
Numbers and Riches, while the Power of 
their Governors, far from keeping Pace 
with theirs, has rather been decreaſing in 
the ſame Proportion ever ſince. The Con- 
ſequence. of this is clear. The Govern- 
ment, inſtead of drawing nearer to the 
mixt Forms, as it ought in Proportion to its 
Growth, is now, in fact, more a pure Re- 


public, than when there were not ten thou- 


ſand Souls in it. The Incon veniencies of 
Ws 4445 this 
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this we now bezin to feel ſeverely, and 
they muſt continually increaſe with the 
Numbers of the People, till the Govern- 
ment becomes at laſt ſo unwieldly as to 
fall a Prey to any Invader, or fink be- 
neath its own Weight, unleſs a ſpeedy, 
Remedy is applied. — 


Tho many Circumſtances concurred. to 
bring us into this ſad State, yet the chief 
Source of the Evil was what follows: 


In the Vear 1723, the old Proprictor 
William Penn, being lately dead, and his 
next Heirs, at Law among themſelves about 
the Government and Soil, Sir Valliam R etth, 
who was then Governor, falling into rhe 
Hands of the Aſſembly, paſſed a Law, 
giving them the ſole Diſpoſal of all public 
Money, in manifeſt Contempt of all the 
Inſtructions of the Proprictary Family. 


This entirely completed the Scheme of 
Power our Aſſemblies had been long aiming 
at, by rendering all ſucceeding Governors, 
and all the Officers of the Province, de- 
pendent upon them; for now they annu- 


ally either vote or with-hold the Salaries 
2 5 of 
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129 | 
of the Governor and all ſuch Officers, ac- 


cording as they are, or are not, the Crea- 


tures of the Aſſembly. And indeed moſt 
of them muſt be ſo; for our Aſſemblies 
have wreſted, out of the Hands of the 
Governor, the Nomination of a great many 
of the * Officers that hold the moſt lucra- 
tive Poſts in the Government. 


Peoſſeſſed of ſuch unreſtrained Powers 
and Privileges, they ſeem quite intoxicated ; 
are factious, contentious, and diſregard the 
Proprietors and their Governors, Nay, 
they ſeem even to claim a kind of Inde- 
pendency of their Mother-Country, de- 
ſpiſing the Orders of the Crown, and re- 
fuſing to contribute their Quota, either to 
the general Defence of America, or that 
of their own particular Province. 

As a 1 Inſtance of the ee I 
need only mention their Oppoſition to Go- 


yernor Thomas, in raiſing Soldiers to ſend 
againſt the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies, 


and their abſolute Refuſal to contribute a 


Farthing for that Service. Since that Time, 


during 
Such as the Provincial Treaſurer ; the Truſtees of the 
Loan-Office ; the Collector of the Exciſe, Bronder of Flour, 


Bronder of Beef and Pork, Health-Officer, & ec. 


[ 13 4 
during the whole Courſe of the late War, 
they have often been called upon by the 
Crown, and by Governor Shirley of the 
Maſſachuſets, for the Expedition againſt 
Cape-Breton, &c, To all which, if they 
have at any Time contributed, it has been 
done indirectly, and in a Manner ſhameful 
to this rich Province; ſo grudgingly, and 
in ſuch ſmall Sums, as rather to hurt than 
ſerye the common Cauſe. 


Forgetful of the public Good, they ſeem 
wholly to have employed themſelves in 
graſping after Power, altho it is plain they 
have already too much of this, and ſuch as 
is really inconſiſtent and ſelf- deſtructive. 


Nor have they been more attentive to 
the Defence of their own particular Pro- 
vince, than of his Majeſty's American Do- 
minions in general. 


In — we have but one ſmall 
Fortification, and that raiſed and ſupported 
at the Expence of private People. The 
Proprietors, indeed, generouſly made us a 
Preſent of twelve large Cannon, part of the 
twenty-ſix we hayc mounted, and they have 

alſo” 
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alſo given the Gunner of the Fort a Salary 


of twenty Pounds per Annum towards his 
Support +. We are otherwiſe entirely na- 
ked, without Arms or Ammunition, and 
expoſed to every Invaſion, being under no 
Obligation to military Duty. In the laſt 
War, one of the Spaniſh Privateers came 
up the Delaware, within a few- Miles of 
this City; and when thoſe, who were not 
Quakers, took the Alarm, and aſſociated 
themſelves for the Defence of the Country, 
they not only received no Encouragement 
from the Aſſembly, but were abuſed and 


a reproached for their Pains, and the Dutch 


or Germans kept back from: joining in the 
Aſſociation, by all poſſible under-hand 
Practices. 


The 


+ The honourable 8 alſo 8 to our Aﬀem- 
bly five Years ago, That if the Aſſembly would give Mo- 
ney for building a Strong-Houſe on the Obio (not venturing 
to call it Fort, or any Thing that implied Defence) they; the 
ſaid Proprietors would, on their Part, contribute any reaſon- 
able Proportion to the building and ſupporting of the ſaid 
Strong Houſe. But this Propoſal, . like many others, was 
rejected with Scorn, merely, perhaps, becauſe it came from 
the Proprietors; nor was it ſo much as thought worthy of 
a Place in their Minutes; though it is clear, if it had been 
complied with, the French had not now been fortified in the 
fame River, as they now are. 


- 
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The French, well apprized of this de- 
fenceleſs and disjointed State, and preſum- 
ing on the religious Principles of our ruling 
People, have, the Vear befote laſt, invaded 
the Province, and have actually three Forts, 
now erected far within the Limits of it. 
Juſtly, therefore, may we preſume that, as 
ſoon as War is declared, they will' take 
Poſſeſſion of the whole, ſince they may 
really be ſaid to have ſtronger Footing in it 
than we, having three Forts in it ſupported 
at public Expence, and we but one ſmall 
Fort, ſupported-only by private Gentlemen. 


"Tis true our Neighbours, the Virginians, 
have taken the Alarm, and called on our 
Aſliſtance to repell the common Enemy, 
knowing that if the French hold Footing in 
Pennſ)tvania, their Turn muſt be next. In 
like manner, the ſeveral Governors, and 
ours among. the reſt, have received his 


Majeſty's gracious Orders to raiſe Money, 


and the armed Force of their reſpective 
Governments on ſuch an Emergency ; and 


had theſe 'Orders been complied with laſt 
Winter, the French would neither have 
been able to ative the er from the 


F ort 
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the Friendſhip of the Invaders. 
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Fort they had begun in the back Parts of 
Penny lvania, nor yet to get Poſſeſſion of 
one third Part of the Province, which they 
now have undoubtedly got thro the Stubs 
bornels and Madneſs of our Aſſemblies. 


But here two Queſtions will naturally 
ariſe. 


1. Why are our Aſſemblies againſt de- 
fending a Country, in which their own 
Fortunes and Eſtates lie, if it is really in 
Danger? | 


2. Why have not the ſeveral Sums been 
accepted, which they haye offered for the 


King's Uſe? 


With regard to the firſt, it may ſeem:a 
Soleciſm in Politics, for a People not to 
defend their own Property when it is ac- 
tually invaded, unleſs they were certain of 


I ſhall not, however, be ſo uncharitable 
as to ſuppoſe our political Quakers reckon 
it indifferent, whether, or not, the French 
ſhall make themſelves Maſters of this Pro- 
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vlgoe, bi ee erden at a Diſtance 
may be apt to judge ſb for che following 
Reaſons. 1, From the continued Ræfuſal 
of our Aſſemblics to defend the Province: 
zaly, From the extraordinary Indulgence 
and Privileges gtanted to Papiſis in this 
Government: — Privileges plainly repug- 
nant to all our political Intereſts, conſidered 
as 4 Frontict-Colony, bordering on the 
French, and one half of the People an un- 
cnltivated Race of Germans, liable t be 
ſedueed by every cuterprizing joſuia, hav« 
ing almoſt no Proteſtant Clergy atnong 
them to put them on their Guard, arid 
warn en err N __ 1000 211 
11 A 4 

- Thor iis iniphe Aenne nen 
Obſervation I have Reaſon to halicte, that 
moſt of the Qua. withour Doors art 
really againſt Beſonde froin Conſcitngeiand 
their religious Txnetꝭa but for thoſe within 
Doors, 1 eannet but aſcribe their Conduid 
cathice ee muse dum dene N 24 14111 


Oinr Allemblies ache chat 
as they agree to give ſufficierg/$ums Sor ch 
regulat Defence of the Country, it would 


Ay at the Root of an elr Power, as 
| * Quakers, 
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Quakers; by making a Militia-Law need: 
ful, in Time of Danger. Such à Law, 
they ꝓteſume, would alter the whole Face 
of Affairs, by creating a vaſt Number of 
new Relations, Dependencies, and Subor- 
dinations in the Government. The M. 
litia, they ſuppoſe, would all vote fot 
Members of Aſſembly, and being depen- 
dent :on their Officers, would probably be 
influenced by them. The Officers, again, 
2 they imagine, would be influenced by 
the Government; and thus the [Quakers 
fear they would foon be out · voted in moſt 
Places. For this Cauſe, they, will; ſuffer 
the Country to fall into the laſt Extremity, 
hoping that when it is ſo, our Neighbours 
willi for tlieit ouin Sakes, defend it, with- 
out obliging them to paſs a Law, which, 
they fear, would ſo ſoon ſtrip them of theit 
darling Power. But this Back wardneſs of 
theirs has quite a contrary Effect; for the 
neighbouring Colonies, ſecing this Colony, 
that is immediately attacked, doing no- 
thing, refuſe to exert themſelves for a Peo- 
ple, who atc able,” but- 1 to Ls 
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Wich * to the * little woot 
be ſaid to ſnew why.the Monies they have 
offered for the King's Service never could 
be accepted of. For while they have the 
foreſaid Apprchenſions from a Law for the 
Defence of the Country, ĩt muſt be plainly 
repugnant to their Intereſt, ever to offer 
Money for this Purpoſe, unleſs in ſuch a 
Manner as they know to be inconſiſtent 
with the Duty of à Governor to paſs their 
Bill into a Law. , This will be fully, un- 
detſtood from hat follows, which. will 
alſo fhew by what Means they ſave Ap- 
pearances among the People, without do- 
ing = Tung for the Public, MODS A 115 


bert aps: a royal Inſtruction ent t to o all 
* E n2liſh Governors in America, upon 
the humble Addreſs of the Lords and Com- 
mons, ſignifying, That under Pain of his 


Majeſty's higheſt Diſpleaſyre, . they ſhall 


not paſs any Act for the Emiſſion of Paper- 


Money, without a ſuſpending. Clauſe, that 
it ſhall not take Effect till his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure is known. Since that Time, upon 


Petition of the chief Merchants in England, 


an LOW of Parliament was paſſed, entirely 
1 22 reſtraining . 


| 
| 


mands; but they totally diſregarded him, 


1 20 } 


reſtraining the four Neu- England Colo- 


nies from emitting atiy Paper-Bills at all, 
except in the Caſe of an Invaſion; or ſore 


great Emergency, and then the fame to bo 


funk in a few Years, But the Southern 


Provinces ſtill continue under the Force 
of the inn. 


+ 


Dur lte Gone, Mr. Hamilton, upon 
receiving his Majeſty's Orders to arm the 
Province, ſolicited the Aſſembly laſt Wins 
ter to raiſe Money, and enable him to pay 
a proper Obedience to the royal Com- 


and adjourned themſelves. Upon receiving 
an Account that the French bad driven the 
Virginians from their Fort, he again called 
the Aſſembly, conjured them to obey his 
Majeſty's Orders, and demonſtrated the im- 
minent Danger to which their Refuſal would 
expoſe not only themſelves, but all the Hri- 
tiſh Colonies, He at the ſame Time let 
them know, that tho' his Inſtructions re- 
ſtrained him from paſling any Paper · Money 

at all without a ſuſpending Clauſe, yer, in 


the preſent preſſing Emergency, he would 


riſque it, provided they would vote hand- 
ſomely, : and fink i it within the Time ptcſcri- 
1 | bed 
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bed by Act of: Parliament, in the Caſe of 
New-England, Then, and not till then, 
they voted 19,000 J. for his Majeſty s Uſe, 
redeemable by the Exciſe in twelve Years, | 
for which Time the Bills were to be ſunk 
annually in equal Proportions. 8 ares 


In that Space the Exciſe would ai 
45,000 J. viz. 10,000 . for the 'King's 
Uſe, and the remaining 35,000 J. would 
have been at their own. Diſpoſal far what 
Uſes they might think ft, 4 78 


4 


The Governor, — juſtly conſi- 
dercd, that if he ſhould. paſs this Bill, it 
would be giving the Government out of 
his Hands, and rendering himſelf and his 
Succe ſſors entirely unneceſſary in the Ad- 
miniſtration for twelve Years,” It would 
be putting 35 00 J. into the Hands of 
the Aſſembly, ſtill more to increaſe their 
Power, and lay out in Schemes to abridge 
the Powers of their Proprictors ad Go» 
vernors; for tho the Preambles to all 
our Money-AQs, and to the Exciſe, ſay 
that the Intereſt-Moncy, and what ariſes 
from the Exciſc,, arc to be applied to the 
Suppoxt of Government ; yet they apply 

| it 
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ir as they pleaſe, viz. to diftrels all who 
oppoſe their Meaſures, and for building 


We” purchaſing Lands, Libraries, &e: 


For theſe Reaſons, and conſidering _ 


that the Money was to continue ſeven 1 
Years longer than the. Act of Parliament fe 
allows, the Governor refuſed his Aﬀent; al 
upon which they adjourned, altho they n 
knew very well before they propoſed the lc 
Bill, that he could not give his Aſſent, th 
without incurring his Majeſty's higheſt 8e 


Diſpleaſure. | * 8 


Upon the News of Wild De 
feat, laſt Summer, the Governor agalg 
ſummoned them, and intreated them to 
conſider the melancholy Situation of Af- 
fairs, and fall upon Ways 'and' Means 
_ to repell the Enemy, conſiſtent with his 
Duty to paſs it; he having, in the mean 
Time, received Sir Dudley Rider's Opi- 
"pious; that he could not, with Safety to 
himſelf, paſs ſuch an Act ag they wanted. 
They then voted him 15,600 /. to be 
raiſed exactly as before, being certain the 
Governor could not venture to' paſs it, 


Accordingly, upon his Refuſal, they again 
z djoutned, 


| C 23 1 | 
adjourncd, and to A 0 other Go- 
vernots from daring to diſpute. their Com- 
mands, with-held his yearly Salary. 

M. Hamilton, 2 Gentleman of great 
Honor, Probity, and good Senſe, having 
for ſome Time foreſcen, that with ſuch 
an obſtinate and pervetſe People, he could 
never, as Governor, enjoy Eaſe to him- 
ſelf, nor be in a Capacity eithet to obey 
the King's Inſtructions, or be of any real 
Service to the Province his native Coun- 
try, had wrote over to the Proprietors to 
ſend him à Succeſſor, aſſuring them he 
would no 0 continue to of as Go- 
vernor. ay 


* . 
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— On * 


5 rie 


. the e of the Pro- 
prietors, he was accordingly ſucceeded by 
the Hon. Robert Hunter Morris, 224 


* 


This Gentleman, upon his coming us 5 
the Government, immedlately ſpoke, in 
the molt pathetic Terms, to the new 
Aſſembly, 1 N of the ol” Mem- 


cr — ; 


- After 
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and offered a Bill for 20,000 } conceived 
| | in the lame. Terms as before, VIS. to make 
the Paper-Money extend fot twelve * cars, 
= the new Govetnor had told them 


fore-hand, that he was fubſected to the 
me Inſtructions as his Predeceffors, and 
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| "Thus hal * Conduct Kurbeen 6 
| Piece in this Country, tho I am welt aſſured 
it is very much difapproved of and con- 
demned by their Brethren the Quakers in 
England, whoare juſtly eſteem d a quiet and 
upright People, ſuch as we alreqdy obſery'd 
the fieſt Quakers. in this Province were. 
It is. very plain they have no mind ro give | 
a ſingle Shilling for the King's UL, anten 
they can thereby increaſe their, own Power, 
but they keep, continually voting Mobey 
in order to keep the People on their Side 
who: not well enough acquainted with 


the Nature of Goverument, to. underſtand 
why the Money-Bills cannot be paſſed, 
W every ſuch Rejection of a Money- 
Bill, 


all.” — 
* 
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Bill, a Deſign againſt their Liberties, and 
throw the whole Blame upon their Pro- 
prictors and Governors, treating their 
Names in the moſt inſolent and e. 
tuous Manner. | | 


Renee i is that this Province is re- 
duced to the moſt miſerable Condition 
The People at Variance, and diſtruſtful 
of each other! A French Enemy and their 
Savage Allies advanced far into our Terri- 
tory | The People on our Frontiers liable 
to be murdered or driven from their Ha- 
bitations! Our Lives and all our ſacred 
Rights . expoſed an eaſy Prey And all 


this owing to the Infatuation and deteſt» 


able Policy of a Set of Men who mind 
no Conſequences, provided they can ſe- 
cure their own Power and their Seats 1 in 
the Aſſembly, r *: 94 at ent 


A Petition from a Thouſand of. theſe 


poor Families, who inhabit the back. Parts 
of the Colony, was preſented to the: Aſſem- 


bly, laſt Auguſt, ſoon” after Waſhington's 


Defeat, praying that they might be fur- 


niſhed with Arms and Ammunition for 
D their 


L261 
their Defence; but the Petition was te- 
jected with Scorn. Our Indian Allies 
have often deſired us to build Forts, to 
which their Wives and Children might 


fly in time of Danger, and have juſt * now 
ſent down to the Governor, begging he 
would direct the Building a Soc kade, or 
wooden Fort, in which they offer to de- 
fend themſelves and us, from the Incur- 
fions of the Enemy; but the Aſſembly; 
to be conſiſtent with themſelves, and ſhew 
that they are religiouſly bent on the Ruin 

of their Country, refuſed to give any Mo- 
ney for this Purpoſe, and gave the Indian: 
for Anſwer, that if they were afraid of 
the Enemy, they might retire farther 
down, and come within the ſettled wn 
of the Province. 


Thus the nobleſt Opportunity was loſt 
that could have been offered, of keeping 
our Indians ſteady, and for building a Fort 
at a ſmall Expence, in a Paſs ſo commo- 
diouſly ſituated between the Mountains, 
that it would have effectually covered and 
defended two of our Frontier Counties, 


®* December 1754 , 
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from the Intoads of the French and theit 
Indians. | | 


From what has been aid, it clearly 


appears how much we ſuffer by having 
all public Monles in ſuch Hands. Were 


the Caſe otherwiſe, Matters might be 
managed with' Secreſy, Eaſe, Expedition, 
Succeſs, and a ſmall Expence, by em- 
bracing the proper Opportunities. But 
theſe Opportunities, being once loſt, are 
often never to be recalled, as is too well 
confirmed by the Scttlements of the muy 
at Crown-Point and on the Ohio, both 
which might have been prevented at firſt, 
with one fiftieth Part of the Expence it 
will now take to diſlodge them, had not 
the Hands of all our Governors been tied 
up, by having the Diſpoſal of no Monies 
on ſuch Emergencies, nor any Hopes of 
obtaining it from our Aſſemblies, if they 
ſhould advance any Sums for the public 
Service. | 


But here it may be juſtly asked, By 
what means the Quakers, who are fo 
ſmall a Part of the Inhabitants, and whoſe 
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Meaſures are ſo unpapular, get continu- 


ally choſen into our Aſſemblies? 


Before the late Spanib War, a conſi- 
derable Number of our Aſſembly were 
of other Denominations; but at that Time 
being called upon by Governor Thomas, 
to arm for their own Defence, and the 
Annoyance of his Majeſty's Enemies, they 
were alarmed with the Proſpect of loſing 
their Power, if they ſhould comply, as 
was ſhewn above; and therefore they 


entered into Cabals in their yearly' Meet» 


ing, which is convened - juſt before the 
Election, and being compoſed of Depu- 
ties from all the monthly Meetings in 


the Province, is the fineſt Scheme that 


could poſſibly be projected, for conducting 
political Intrigues, under the Mask of 
Religion. They likewiſe had Recourſe 
to a German Printer, who was once one 
of the French Prophets in Germany, and 
is ſhrewdly- ſuſpected to be a Popih Emiſ- 
ſary, who now prints a News-Paper en- 
tircly in the German Language, ' which is 
univerſally read and believed by the Ger- 
mans in this Province. This Man, whoſe 

3 Name 


29 1 
Name is Saver, they took into their Pay, 
and by his Means told the Germans there 
was a Deſign to enſlave them; to force 
their young Men to be Soldiers, make 
them ſerve as Pioneers, and go down to 
work upon our Fortifications; — that a 
military Law was to be made, inſupport- 
able Taxcs to be laid upon them, and in 
a Word, that all the Miſeries they ſuffer- - 
ed in Germany, with heavy Aggravations, 
would be their Lot, unleſs they joined to 
keep in the Quakers, under whoſe Admi- 


niſtration they had ſo long enjoyed Eaſe 


and Tranquillity 3 and to force out of the 
Aſſembly, all thoſe who were like to join 
the Governor, in giving Money for an- 
noying the Enemy. 


In conſequence of this, the Germans, 
who had hitherto continued peaceful, with- 
out meddling in Elections, came down in 
Shoals, and carried all before them. Near 
1800 of them voted in the County of 
Philadelphia, which threw the Balance on 
the Side of the Quakers, though their Op- 
ponents, in that grand Struggle, voted 


near 500 more than ever loſt an Election 
defore. | 
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Ide * havin g found out this 
Secret, have ever ſince excluded all other 


Perſuaſions from the Aſſembly, conſtantly 


calling in the Germans to their Aid, by 
Means of this Printer. 7 

But the keeping the Quakers in, is not 
the worſt Conſequence of theſe inſidious 
Pra&ices with the Germans. The bad 
Effects of it will probably be felt thro' 
many Generations.—The Germans, inftcad 
of being a peaccable induftrious People 
as before, now finding themſelves of ſuch 


Conſequence, are grown inſolent, ſullen, 


and turbulent; in ſome Counties threat» 


ning even the Lives of all who oppoſe . 


their Views. The Quakers, in order 'to 
keep them from taking up Arms in De- 
fence of the Province, or joining in Elec- 


tions with their Opponents, have much 
alienated their AﬀeCtions from the Go- 
vernment, by telling them there is a De- 


ſign againſt their Libertics. They arc 
taught to have but one and the ſame Idea 
for Government and Slavery. All who 


are nor of their Party they call Governors- 
Men, in Deriſion. They give out that 


_ 


A 
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they are a Majority, and ſtrong enough. 
to make the Country their own; and in- 

dced, as they are poured in upon us in 
ſuch Numbers (upwards of 5000 being 
imported this laſt Year) I know nothing 
that will hinder them, either from ſoon 
being able to give us Law and Language, 
or elſe, by joining with the French, to 
eject all the Earl Inhabitants. 

That this may be the Caſe, is too muck 
to be feared, ſince, as I remarked already. | 
they refuſed, almoſt to a Man, to bear 
Arms in the Time of the late War. They 
lay it is all one to them which King gets 
the Country, ſince, if they remain quict, 
they will be permitted to enjoy their E- 
ſtates; under the Conqueror, whoever he is; 
and as they have, many of them, lived 
under Popiſh Rulers before in their own 
Country, they give out that they know 
the worlt that can happen. 


j 


And, indeed, it is clear that the flach 
have turned their Hopes upon this great 
Body of Germans. They haye now got 
Poſſeſſion of the vaſt and exceeding, fruit- 
ful upon the Ohio, Juſt behind 

| our 
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our German Scttlements. They know 


our Germans are extremely. ignorant, and 


think a large Farm the greateſt Bleſſing 
in Life. Therefore, by ſending their Je. 


ſuitical Emiſſaries among them, to per- 
ſuade them over to the Popiſh Religion, 
they will draw them from the Engliſt, 
in Multitudes, or perhaps lead them in a 
Body againſt us. This is plainly a Scheme 
laid by the French many Years ago, and 
uniformly purſued till this Time, with 
the greateſt Addreſs; being the true Cauſe 
of their continual Encroachments, and 


holding their Countries by Forts, without 


ſettling them. When they come near 
enough to have Communication with out 
Germans, it will be much more their In- 
tereſt to plant their Colonies, by offering 
the ſaid Germans eaſy Settlements, than 
by bringing new Hands from Europe; 
for by ſuch Means they not only get an 


Acceſſion of People who are accuſtom- 


ed to the Country, but alſo weaken us, 
in Proportion as they ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves. | 


That now is the Time'they propoſe to 
put their grand Scheme in Execution is 
8 too 


e to 


92 
too evident. They are already ſo near 
us, that the French Camp, and their Forts 
upon the Ohio and the Parts adjacent, 
are not more than 225 Miles, horizontal 
Diſtance, from the City of Philadelphia, 
and only about two Days March from 
ſome of our back Settlements. By Ac- 
counts received laſt Week, they have 2000 


effectiye || Men in theſe Parts, together 
with 


* 


Extract of a Letter, dated Philadelphia, January 2,1755. 


SIX, 

« Since my laſt, we have five Days ago received certain 
Intelligence that a Body of nigh Six Thouſand of the 
« beſt Troops of France, ſelected and ſent over upon this 
« particular Service, are juſt arrived at the lower Fort upon 
« the Ohio, and are employed, even in this rigorous Seaſon, 
« in fortifying that Country. In September laſt, the French 
* Men of War that brought them over were ſeen not far 
« from the Entrance into the River Sr. Laurence, into which 
„we are now certain they went, and landed at Quebec. 


“After a ſhort Stay in that City, they were ſeen by our 


« Indian-Traders paſſing the Lakes, O/ego and Erie, in 
« a prodigious Number of Battees, of which the ſeveral 
Governors received notice, though we did not then con- 
« jeture that it was an Armament from Old France, till 
* now that we are too certain of it. 


« Notwithſtanding of this, our Aſſembly continues as 
* obſtinate as ever; nor have we as yet any Probability of 
* their giving any Money for our Defence, although we 
hear they are to adjourn in two Days. The Governor 


has beſeeched them to confider the defenceleſs State of 
e the 


* 
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with a great Body of Indians at theit 
Beck. | 


Now. there is no Way of preventing 
theſe dreadful Misfortunes with which 
we are threatened, but to open the Eyes 
of the Germans to their true Intereſts; and 
ſoften this ſtubborn Genius of theirs, by 
means of Inſtruction. Faithful Proteſtant 
Miniſters, and School-maſters, ſhould be 
ſent and ſupported among them, to warn 
them againſt the Horrors of Popiſh Sla- 
very; to teach them. ſound Principles of 
Government, and inſtruct their Children 
in the Engliſh Tongue, and the Value of 


thoſe Privileges to which they are born, 


among us. If this can be done, and the 
| French 


« the Province, and eſtabliſh a regular Militia, but in vain. 


He alſo obſerves, that the Activity of the French at this 
« rigorous Seaſon cannot but convince the World, that 
* they have formed ſome grand Deſign with Regard to this 
« Continent, and that they have made their firſt Attack 


« upon Pennſylvania, as being in the Center, and being 
© not only the moſt plentiful, but the moſt defenceleſs and 


* unwieldly of all his Majeſty's Colonies. Having once 
« got Footing here, they will iſſue forth upon the other 
« Colonies on either Side ; and as they have ſuch a large 


% Body already in the Field, we apprehend it is their De- 
« fign early in the Spring to fortify the Paſſes in the Moun- 
* tains; and if they accompliſh this, and can find Provi- - 


“ ſions, they will be able to and againſt three Times their 
„Numbers.“ 


6 

French driven from the Ohio, ſo as to have 
no Communication with our Germans 
for twenty or thirty Years, till they are 
taught the Value of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, underſtand our Language, and ſte 
that they have but one Intereſt with us; 
they will for the future bravely fight for 
their own Property, and prove an impreg- 
nable Barrier againſt the Enemy, 


But as if it had been decreed by Fate, 
or the evil Genius of the Quakers, that 
they ſhould never have the ſame Intereſt 
with their Country in a ſingle Inſtance, 
it is a Part of their Policy alſo to oppoſe 
every Scheme for inſtructing and making 
Engliſhmen of the Germans. In order to 
keep their Seats in the Aſſembly, they 
have not only, as I have ſhewn, ſuffered 
the French to fix thetnſclves on the Ohio; 
they have not only corrupted the Princi- 


ples of the Germans; but, to be conſiſtent 
with 


+ This ſuppoſes alſo that a Stop be put to the Impor- 
tation of Germans into this Province, and that the Migra- 
tion be turned from us; for if new Hands are continually 
brought in, and the old Families go back to other Colonies, 
as they do at preſent, whenever they begin to 'get a little 
Money, and know ſomething of our Language, we ſhall 
never make Engliſhmen of them. 
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with their Intereſt, they muſt ſtrive to 
keep theſe poor People in the. ſame dark 
State, into which they have endeavoured 
to fink them. For they know, that if the 
Germans were inſtructed, ſo as to be ca- 
pable of uſing their own Judgment in 
Matters of Government, they would no 
more be miſe-led by the Arts of a Qua- 


ker Preacher, than of a lurking French 
J 


Hence it is that, by means of their 
hireling Printer, they repreſent all regular 
Clergymen as Spies and Tools of State, 
telling the People they muſt not regard 
any Thing their Miniſters adviſe con- 
cerning Elections, ſince they have a Scheme 
to elect Men who will bring in a Bill for 
giving the Tenths to the Clergy, as in 
ſome other Countries, It is needleſs to 
obſerve that no ſuch Law can ever be 
made here, as bcing repugnant to Charter; 
for our Quakers, though they never ſwear, 
ſtick not gravely to affirm and adhere to 
any Falſhood whatever, provided it will 
ſupport them in their darling Schemes for 


| power, 


There 
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There is nothing they more fear than 
to ſee the Germans pay any Regard to re- 
gular Miniſters. Whenever they know of 
any ſuch Miniſter in good Terms with his 
People, they immediately attack his Cha- 
racter by means of this Printer, and di- 
ſtreſs him by dividing his Congregation, 
and encouraging Vagabonds and pretend- 
ed Preachers, whom they every now and 
then raiſe up. This ſerves a double End. 


Firſt, According to the Maxim, divide 
& impera—it prevents the People from 
joining in any new Deſign, and hinders 
any Miniſter from eycr having Influence 
cnough to ſet them right at the annual 


Elections. 


Secondly, By diſcouraging regular Mi- 
niſters, it gives the Quakers an Oppor- 
tunity of making more Proſelytes. 


This is the true Reaſon why the moſt 
conſiderable and wealthy Sect among the 
Germans, is the Menoniſts, whoſe Princi- 
ples are much the ſame with thoſe of the 

Quakers ; 
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Quakers; for they hold it unlawful to take 
Oaths, or bear Arms. Thus encouraged 
by our ruling Men, this Sect has a great 
Influence among the Germans, and the 
Menoniſts are daily increaſing by the Con. 
verts they make by their great Wealth, 
which gives them an Opportunity of pay- 
ing the Paſſages of their poor Country- 
men, who indent themſelves to ſerve four 
Vears for the Money thus advanced fot 
them. 


Beſides theſe, there are near one Fourth 
of the Germans ſuppoſed to be Romas 
Catholics, who cannot be ſuppoſed Friends 
to any Deſign for defending the Country 
againſt the French. Many are alſo Mev 
raVians, Who, as they conceal their Prin- 
ciples, are ſuſpected to be a dangerous 
People, more eſpecially as they hold ſome 
Tenets and Cuſtoms, as far as we have any 
Opportunity of judging of them, very much 
a- kin to thoſe of the Roman Catholics, 
There are alſo many other Sects ſpringing 
up among the Germans; which it would 
be tedious to name, but moſt of them. are 
principled againſt bearing Arms. 1 

I have 
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I have faid enough to ſhew that never 
was any Country in a more diſtreſſed Con- 
dition than this; and tho it has flouriſhed 
in an extraordinary Degree, as it could 
not fail to do, when it was young, and 
all theſe ſeveral Sects employed only in 
eſtabliſhing themſelves; yet now, when 
they are grown to Wealth and Maturity, 
and are not ſo neteſſarily employed in 
their private Concerns, they will turn theit 
Thoughts to the Public, or perhaps againſt 
one another; and thence the utmoſ Con. 
fuſion muſt enſue; if à titnely Remedy is 
not applied, and more Checks contrived to 
balance theit ĩncreaſiſig Strength than were 
neceſſary at firſt. 


I am ſorry it has fallen to my Lot to 
trace all our growing Miſeties to the milf 
chievous Policy of my Fellou- Subjects, the 
Quakers; who regard no Conſequences, 
but holding their own Grontid; Trath ' 
and Duty obliged me to take up my Pen. 
We have been too long ſilent; and had 
this Repreſentation been made, as it ought” 


to have been, many Years ago, we had” 
not 


4 
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not now been in ſuch calamitous Circum- 
ſtances. 


Cd 


I muſt, however, in Juſtice obſerve, that 
there have been ſome honeſt Spirits always 
among us, who have left nothing unat- 
tempted for the Redemption of their Coun- 
try. Even as late as laſt October, tho they 
knew it was ſtriving againſt the Stream, 
thoſe Perſons made a noble Effort to con- 
vince the Germans of our common Danger, 
and induce them to join in the Choice of 
Men why would defend the Province, and 
pay ſome Deference to his Majeſty's Inſtruc- 
tions. They reminded the Germans, that 

k at their Naturalization, they had ſolemnly 
engaged to defend his Majeſty's Perſon and 
Government againſt all his Enemies; and 
that, in caſe of Refuſal, they would be 
guilty of Perjury. But all was in vain. 
The Quakers held them immoyeable, by 

tlicir uſual Inſinuations; and we might 

| as ſoon have attempted to preach the 


ſtormy Element into a Calm, as, by Rea- 
ſoning, to reſcue theſe poor deluded Ger- 
| | mans out of the Hands into which they: 
| it arc fallen, 

9 | Never- 
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Nevertheleſs theſe worthy Perſons ima 


gined it their Duty to exert themſelves, 


not only to convince the Quakers that their 
Meaſures were diſapproved of by the bet- 
ter Part of their Fellow-Citizens, but alſo 
to ſatisfy the Government of England that 
there are ſtill many in this Place, who have 

ot baniſhed all Impreſſions of Loyalty and 
buy from their Breaſts. 


I can, however, now ſee no Remedy 
left among ourſelves. We muſt look to 
our Mother-Country for Succour, and if 
it is not ſpeedily granted, this noble Pro- 
vince ſeems irrecoverably loſt, We ſhall 
be driven from theſe beloved Habitations, 
or elſe forced to ſubmit once more, not 
only to civil Slavery, but to Perſecution, 
and that religious Slavery, from which 
many of our Anceſtors left the Land of 
their Nativity, and fat down in theſe di- 
ſtant uncultivated Places, amidſt the Hor- 
rors of the howling Wilderneſs! 


Yet deſperate as our Caſe is here, a 
Remedy in England is eaſy. Let the Par- 
- F liament 
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liament but make a Law to the following 


Effect: 


1. To oblige all thoſe who ſit in AC 
ſembly to take the Oaths of Allegiance to 
his Majeſty, and perhaps a Teſt or.Decla. 
ration that they will not refuſe to defend 
their Country againſt all his Majeſty 's Ene- 
mics.——This ſeems the ſmalleſt Teſt of 
Fidelity that can be required from thoſe to 
whom the Conſtitution of their Country, 
and the ſacred Rights of their Fellow- Sub- 
jects, are committed in Truſt, 


2. To ſuſpend the Right of Voting for 
Members of Aſſembly, from the Germans, 
till they haye a ſufficient Knowledge of our 
Language and Conſtitution.— This Provi- 
ſion is as reaſonable as the former. What 
can be more abſurd and impolitic, than to 
ſee a Body of ignorant, proud, ſtubborn 
Clowns (who arc unacquainted with our 
Language, our Manners, our Laws, aud out 
Intercſts) indulged with the Priyilege of 
Returning almoſt every Member of Afﬀem- 
þly ? Now a Courſe of about twenty Years 
would make them acquainted with all theſe 

Things 
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Things, if, according to good Policy, we 
make it their Intereſt ſo to be, and give 
them the proper Opportunities, as I ami 
going to propoſe, And unleſs ſomething 
is done this Way, we may incline them 
to ſome bad Meaſures, and never procure 
that Coalition, which we deſire, and which 
is ſo much their Honour and Intereſt. 


3. It will therefore be abſolutely necef- 
ſary to encourage Proteſtant Miniſters and 
School-maſters among them, as I hinted 
already, in order to reduce them into regu- 
lar Congregations; to inſtruct them in the 
Nature of free Governtnent, the Purity and 
Value of the Proteſtant Faith; and to bind 
them to us by a common Language, and the 

Conſciouſneſs of a common Intereſt “. : 


| | 4. But 

N. B. As a conſiderable Progreſs is made in a Deſign 
of this Nature, and a conſiderable Sum collected for it, by 
a generous and public-ſpirited Society of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen in London, who are all Perſons of high Rank 
and Worth, the Parliament could not do a more effectual 
Service to the Britiſh Intereſt in America, than to aſſiſt the 
ſaid Society, by making an annual Proviſion for inſtructing 
poor Germans in theſe Parts, for the Space of twenty or 
thirty Years, till they are brought into a regular State. 
Some Engliſh Schools are already begun, and an excellent 
Scheme laid for their Government ; but without public 
Aid, it is feared the charitable Contributions of private 
Perſons, will prove utterly inadequate to ſupport a Deſign 
of ſo great national Importance. 


— 
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4. But after ſuch a Proviſion is made, 
it will alſo be neeeſſary, in order the more 
effectually to induce the Germans to learn 
Engliſh, not only to ſuſpend for a Time 
their Right of Voting for Aſſembly- men, 
as by the ſecond Article, but alſo to make 
all Bonds, Contracts, Wills, and other le- 
gal Writings void, unleſs in the Englis 
Tongue. For want of ſome Regulation of 
this Nature, the greateſt Confuſion is like 
to be introduced into our Laws, and Courts 
of Juſtice. 


5. That no News-Papers, Almanacks, 
or any other periodical Paper, by what- 
ever Name it may be called, be printed 
or circulated in a forcign Lariguage. Or, 
ſhould this be deemed too ſevere (which 
I think it cannot reaſonably be) then it 
may be provided, that no ſuch Publication 
or Circulation be made, unleſs there be a 
juſt and fair Eng/;h Verſion of ſuch a fo- 
reign Language, printed in one Column of 
the ſame Page or Pages, along with the 
laid foreign Language. 


For 


the 
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For want of ſome ſuch Regulation as 
this, continual Prejudices are propagated 
among the Germans, without our knowing 
it, or being able to remove them when 
they come to our Knowledge. 


Now a Law conſiſting of the fiye fore- 
ſaid Proviſions, or ſomething equivalent, 
would effectually reſcue us from all the ſad 
Train of Calamities I haye pointed ont; 
and without ſuch Means, I ſce nothing to 
prevent this Province from falling into the 
Hands of the French, 6 


It cannot be expected that private Per- 
ſons, without the Aid of the Legiſlature, 
can long defend the Country, or ſupport 
the Expence of military Preparations. A 
few Men among us have already expended 
large Sums this Way, and can ſee no End 
of it. ie 


During the late War, they petitioned 
his Majeſty, ſetting forth their Difficulties 
in this Reſpect, and the defenceleſs State of 
the Province; in which they were coun- 

tenanced 
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tenanced by the Proprietors, who with 


{ 
great Earneſtneſs ſolicited the Matter, and | 
have on every Occaſion been zealous and \ 
active for the Defence of the Colony,— 
The Petition was referred to a Committee , 
of the Privy-council and the Lords Commiſ. 
ſioners of Trade and Plantations, who re- 
ported in fayour of it. But the Petitioners, \ 
at that Time, received no Relief, owing, U 
as they preſume, to the other weighty ſ 
Affairs of Government, which then ne- te 
ceſſarily engtoſſed the Attention of his A 
Majeſty's Miniſters. Peace being ſoon af- C( 
ter concluded, the Petitioners remained P. 
ſilent, till we are now again alarmed with I 
1 greater and more threatning Dangers than ſy 
| ever. Longer Silence would be unpardon- Jo 
j able, and the ſooner the Britiſb Nation is tu 
li acquainted with our State, the more Poſli m 
f ' bility of Redreſs will remain. _ 
1 fir 
| It may be ſaid, with the greateſt Juſtice, all 
ſ that our Proprictors and our late Gover- 


i nors, have done every thing in their 
Power to aſſiſt us, and keep up to an 
118 Egli Conſtitution ; for which they have 
1 been reviled, abuſed, and all imaginablc 
1 5 Steps 
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Steps taken to hurt them in their Intereſt, 
by this perverſe and proudeſt of People, 
who, under the Mask of extraordinary 
Sanity and Conſcience, lord it over their 
Fellow- Subjects. 


Whatever be the Conſequence, all our 
Misfortunes can be charged no where but 
upon our People themſelves, and I have 
ſhewn that it would be plainly repugnant 
to their Intereſt to remedy Grievances. 
All Redreſs therefore, muſt, if it comes, - 
come from his Majeſty, and the Britiſb 
Parliament, to whom our diſtreſſed and 
melancholy Condition muſt be humbly 
ſubmitted, If our Caſe is longer over- 
looked, I ſhall ſoon begin to think of re- 
turning, to ſpend the ſmall Remainder of 
my Days in quiet with you, and to leave 
my Bones in the Land where I drew my 
firſt Breath. Mean while, permit me to 
aſſure you, that, 


I am, Cc. 


FINIS. 
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